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Culebra V

From flip Spnnlsh-KnslM- i Dictionary

of tho wtlmnble 1'rofr-sso- r Mariano
Vr.i.Axquns nr. la Cadena we copy this
somewhat sinister definition:

"fnlebra . 1. Snake.
I, Trick, fun, Joke, 3. The worm, spiral
part of a "till. 4. Disorder, confusion

uddenly made by a few In a peaceful
assembly. 'Habe maa que laa eulehraa'
(Coll.), He la very crafty and cunning.
'Culebra d caacabel,' a rattlesnake."

Is It a snake In Itn venomous and
treacherous habit of unexpected strlk-Ins- ?

Is It n Joke on the American peo-

ple who huve npeiH a hundred millions

or so to conquer It? Is It the worm

that turns at last iion the persistent
npKressnr? Is It the creator of sudden

disorder hi the programme for the
peaceful celebration of a great historic
event : or. perchance, of sudden confu-

sion lu the war plan of naval strategy

at some crlsN In the nation's fortunes'
Is the very crufty and running Culebra

cut In the Panama Canal one or all f

these things';
CimIiiIiiIv. Culebra Is the heel of

Aciiu.i.rH lu the anatomy of our Inter-oceani- c

waterway, that engineering tri-

umph of all the ages. In the vast
achievement which 1m overcome nature
and pierced Ihe continental divide nnd

Joined the waters of the Atlantic with

thot? of the Paelttc Culebra Is the one

member still vulnerable to nature's re-

prisals. Anil the wound to Culebra Is

paralysis of the entire canal.
A few men really know, and a con-

siderable number In Congress slid else-

where are beginning to sueet the truth.
Colonel (iorriiAi.s undoubtedly knows.

Colonel Caii.lauii, who gave his valua-

ble life in a struggle with the craft and
cunning of the creature, knew only too

well where Ihe trouble lay and what
the symptoms portended.

We wonder whether any dellnite pur-

pose of patriotic or governmental ex-

pedience Is served by continuing to Ig-

nore officially and blink optimistically
the geological mystery that lies not on

the banks of the great Culebra cut but
hurled profoundly behlud Its slopes. For
it Is not a question of superficial land
slides and the limit of the possibilities
I hereof, and the mechanical methods of
prevention, hut of underlying strata nnd

fnulls of formation the extent of which

is at present nn unknown fartor In the
canal's future.

As the Mowing Was, Ho Hhnll the
Heaping He.

Mau craves tragedy, nnd is frequently
deceived by the pfctido-tragl- Tho
moral essence of tragedy Is not tempta-
tion but the will, stout In resistance or,
if? deliberately yielding, strong as Satan
in Its detlance of the Hmug world's cen
sure nnd ready to "take the conse
qtiences" In fnlr trade. I'ate has lost
ground in human affairs since

There is no inevitability of
penalty paying for rlolatlons of what is
loosely called tun moral law and might
better be denoted the moral force that
permeates the universal constitution
Some who sin suffer visibly; many get
off seemingly scot free: for the little
fox conscience snuggles unseen and
guuws his victim' vitals without pub
licity. Perhaps the "good" carry more
of tills world's overt troubles than tho
"had" have to bear.

A "case" gets Into the newspapers
and attracts attention widely overlap
ping the boundaries of sensationalism:
Its apparent content of the sincere
milk of human "experience" commends
it to the thoughtful consideration of the
unrouiantlc, A mother has poisoned
herself and her two babies. Their
father Is another woman's husband, dl
vorced from n third woman willing to
make him happy. The man Iihs been
keeping up two homes, each In appear
unco conventionally orthodox; one of
them hers. It looks like a plot for the
novelist: rather deficient lu stress for
the purposes of the dramatist. Judg
tnent, Is deferred, for there Is no logic
ot homicide and suicide In tho super
fides of the story; there must be bid
lion factors.

The woman's part in the history de- -

clops. She has been waiting for thetnan to get liiB second divorce, mako
(her legally his wife and giro their little
Mil and daughter proper place In life.
O'here Is meutlon of money, a debt, as
rffortedi to tn lawful wlf. The miss-

inc element seems about to materialize,
the motive to appear.

At last the truth. The woman her-

self had been previously married, and
had roup through the divorce court

It tho way to her own true hap-

piness and that of the trlgnnilst. Ict
no one cast that first stone. Who knows
the mind of the man or of the woman'
Who of mortal men shall Judge the
quality of their acts?

Hut the trail of the "case": one man
rubbed of a home; one woman, seem-
ingly not hurt, married and divorced:
another, the legal wife, prostrated with
trrlot u'liitmlrwt tirliL, Mi-- both nil- -

other woman djlug, two children (lend;
and the nexus of the melancholy com-
plication, tho man who spun this web
of suffering and sorrow - what of htln?

he woman In the hospital -- what of
her? There Is gulU before the law, and
greater guilt before that Higher Court
whose Judgments arc unerring.

The tragedies of the world's "great
white ways" are wretchedly simple:
people dismiss them with a shrug and

single expressive expletive: "Hnrned."
They are lamentable, but some folks
seem born to "go wrong." flotsam on a
troubled sea. Hut this Is n chapter lu
another book.

People need "lessons." and In their
hidden hearts they want them. Set
aside the Inborn, nearly universal pas-

sion for uttering Judgment : let neither
ympathy nor censure obscure the moral
vision: and say If In this wretched
tangle there Is not the most moving
demonstration of the wisdom of stand
ing by a inlstnke once made unless n

lawful, decent and honorable way out
Is available; of paying for your own
mistakes Instead of assigning the debt
to others, The virtue of ten thousand
sermons has been compressed Into this
newspaper "story." printed one day. to
bo forgotten the next.

Tim Master's Servant.
Ho recently thut not the most sensi-

tive young woman who can no longer
call herself n bud need blush to recall
It as n personal recollection was the
automobile a wheezing, halting, ungov-

ernable engine of lucertlttule, provoking
the astonishment of 'the jsipulace and
ihe profanity of Its operator. It set
forth in the glad morning with never
an assurnnce of return before the mid-

night hour struck; It performed Inex-

plicable feats of disintegration; It ex-

ploded for pure pleasure, hulked list

a regular and expected InWdcnt of its
dally career, spun wonderfully, charged
without excuse, slid mysteriously to the
rear, the aide. ornhwNe: It did all that
was not wauled, ami only occasionally
fulfilled Ihe hope of Its venturesome
owner which be scarcely dared to form
Into a prophecy.

How marvellously a few years and
tho unstinted application of brains and
capital have transformed those ancient
arks! To-da- no Instrument of man's
use and pleasure Is more dependable,
more responsive, more surely adapted
to his needs. To line and contour the
refining Influence of practical art has
been successfully applied : the body tltl.v

frames the marvellous mechanism of tho
engine, to the completion nnd correc -

Hon of which high Inventive genius has
been devoted. In every detail of the
whole complicated device are revealed
the laborious efforts of uncounted ex- -

lerlmenlers, Innovators, the men with
Hint sutwrlnr curiosity that ever hi'
iplres dissatisfaction and the deter- -

mlnatlou to Improve, until t lit bene- -

llcl.try of all these coordinated and col-

lected suitings for perfection would
cry "It is lionet did not experien"i
warn him that It Is not done.

Questioned, condemned us n toy, yes- -

terday. tho motor car supports
war, sustains commerce, caters to all
human needs and wants and pleasures.
It hMs made a new world for all men:
the boundary lines of the attainable
have been pushed back by tills rubber
mounted, gas susiainisi. uiniance no- -

stroylug servant. It Is the magic ca'-le- t

of the fairy story, and better: for
where there was only one mag'c carpet,
the motor ear counts Its scores of thou-
sands, by Ingenuity, persistence, enter
prise and skill laid out for all to make
their choice and transport themselves
where they will.

.Now May City Hall Have Ileal '.'

City Hull has Anally been restored to
its original condition, according to the
plans of Its architect. There has been
a commendable tearing out of the In

trusive contributions of the years that
have Intervened since the building was
opened for occupancy, anil where the
working drawings of the structure have
been available they have been followed
closely. Consequently this restoration
does not signify the dismal process the
word usually describes, and the town
has every right to be proud of what has
been accomplished.

To the public spirit and good taste of
Mrs. Saok the Initiative In this whole
some enterprise may fairly be credited.
Others saw the desirability of the re
construction she put Into oeratlon and
assisted ber In pushing the scheme, but
It was her Idea to make the Governor's
room what It was when Ihe building
was erected that gave form and body
to the movement. It 1ms taken several
years to complete the necessary changes.
but the time has been well spent.

Having done this the town should
now Insist that the building be main-
tained as It Is. Tor generations It bus
been the practice to alter It to accom- -

modate the fancies of each Incoming
administration. To this habit Is to he

attributed the defacement and conceal
ment of Its Interior beauties. Now that
they are again visible City Hull de-

serves to be let alone.

The .Shipping Interests find the
Ship Purchase, nil).

In the Senate on Monday Mr. Itoor
of New York opposed the ship purchase
bill because, among other reasons, It
propor-e- "lo embark the (ioverntuenr
of the I'lilteil States at very large

In a business enluie of a kind
In which the private enterprise of the
I'nlled States has uniformly met with
loss rather than with profit. " What
makes the action of the President and
lih subservleat frlfuds !a Cousrcss 510
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cullarly exasperutlng to the private
shipping nnd ship building Interests Is

that tho war In Hurope presented them
with n legitimate opportunity to engage
protltably In Atlantic transportation
nnd the ship purchase bill lias com-
pelled them to forego It.

Soon after Ihe war began the Ilrltlsh
ship building Industry found Itself In
sure need of meu and materials and
could nut Mil the orders that poured in.
The demand for Atlantic cargo ships
could not be met. If an Aniorlcau ex-

porter went Into the market for a
tramp steamer he was lucky to charter
one In the year ltll.'i, and If he could
lliul a ship dlsengngod lhe price he
would haye to pay for It seemed extor-
tionate. So scarce were ships and so
high were freight rates that American
builders calculated that If the war were
to last until the middle of 11)1 an
American built ship would earn her
(lrst cost lnathe foreign trade, and that
when Interned tonnage In many ports
was released at the end of the war nnd
the old stress of Atlantic competition
had to lie faced they could use their
new ships in (he constwlsc trade' under
enrolment,

It was certainly a grand opportunity.
There had been nothing like It since the
old Hush days of American supremacy
In merchant shipping. Tor the first
time In more than a generation the do-

mestic yards could turn out ships as
cheaply as the HrlHsh, and the ship
could he manned and operated at a
handsome profit. Hut the opiKirtunlty
might not last long. Hhihornfo plans
were made tr take advantage of It nnd
capital was provided, when the Admin-

istration under some malign Influence
decided to go Into the carrying trade
and regulate rales. It was, Indeed, "a
leversal of the natural order of things,"
to quote Mr. Wilson, nnd he did not
seem to understand the erverseness of
Ills reasoning that "Ihe routes of trade
must be actually oened, by many ships
and regular sailings and moderate
charges, before streams of merchandise
will How freely and profitably through
them."

The ship building and shipping inter-
ests were getting ready to open those
trade wiilcs with free ships nnd lake
all the merchandise offered for trans-portutto- n

when the President's Hovern-meu- t

ship purchase bill was put for-

ward, in the gulso of a benefaction, to
blast a meritorious ami legitimate en-

terprise. There was no more planning
to revive American shipping, The field
was abandoned to the floverument,
since there could be no couqietltlon
with Ihe (lovernmeiit. Nothing more
economically vicious was ever proposed
at Washington, and If the unwelcome
measure Is "Jammed through" Congress
a day of reckoning will come with dis-

astrous results to all concernisl. The
blow will fall with cumulative effect
iiKin what Is left of the American ship-

ping Industry.

(overniiieiit Certllleatlon of In
voice...

Cable despatches from Loudon R.iy

that the Hrltlsh Guwrnnient sivs n

great relief In ihe proposed plan that
the I'nlled States shall certify Amerl
can cargoes as to their exact contents
before they leave American isirts.

Why should not F.ughind be relieved
by the action of this country In taking
on Itself the onerous and delicate
duty which the Hrltlsh navy now has
to perform?

Hut It Is quite another question ns
to whether Anierleau citizens should
feel rellevisl because their Government
is taking such a resKinslblllty. What
Is in Im the .senile of the American
Inspection? Will it be a mere certlllca
Hon or will It Involve exclusion of con
tiuhiiuil or doubtful commodities?

Ami If there Is to be exclusion, what
will, be Ihe basis? Will the prohibi
tion of one belligerent or the demand
o1-

- .,. Kityt.m u-- t Am, If ,i)pr(.
mere certlllca lion and If such certlll-
eatlon show the cargo lo be lu whole
or part obnoxious to the prohibitions
of any belligerent will such belligerent
be allowed to use the certllleatlon ns it
proof warranting seizure and confisca-

tion?
II dues not M--e m quite certain that

the plan will solve all the problems
of ocean traille lu war time. It seems
not Improbable that It may bring lu
some new elements of friction lu
which both parties Invohed will he
sovereign jiowers.

Psually the Issue Is between a Gov-

ernment and a private shipper, a con-

dition which, though alike In theory.
Is much less dangerous In fact.

Must We Have Congress Ahwiys In
n ','

Kxcept fnr the six weeks that Inter-
vened between October 1M ami Pecem-le- r

7 the Congress has been In session
without Interruption since April 7, lill'i,
or practically throughout the whole of
President Wilson's term lo date. It
has established a record for length of
session, mid has tested thoroughly the
endurance of the country. When the
short session began It was hoped that
March !l would bring a rest for legis-

lators and nation until the constitu-
tional meeting of the Sixty-fourt- h Con-

gress next but that happy
prospect Is fading.

livery day brings from Washington
new and, fear Inspiring reports of the
Inability of the lawmakers to completii
the Presidential programme. Kven
without general legislation there Is not
too much lime for the appropriation
bills, and of general legislation there Is
an appalling amount. Ship purchase
nnd operation, rural credits, some new
laws to Improve tho already thrlco per
fected anti-trus- t statutes, the Philippine
hill ; a mere catalogue of the various
enterprises, ninny of them highly con
troverslal, on which the Administration,
after a year and n half of steady grind
lug. Is still engaged, would till a good
sl.eil book. And In add to the con
gestion the majority bus n pretty pat
ronage light within lis ranks and a
skilful minority is laying the foundation
for a filibuster In Ihe Senate.

In Mr. Takt'k term Congress was In
sosMmi n.".fi days. Mr. Itoosr.vKi.T In his
se-o- term butl tho luwiuakcrs svliU

uim 507 days; In his tlrst term they
were on duty the snmo period. Sir.
McKinlky, with a war to mnnnge, got
ulong with sessions aggregating 711
days. Mr. Wilson bids fair to outdo
thorn all, and even without an extra
session this uprlng will surpass tho
record of Mr. Clkveland'h last term,
In which House nnd Senate sat 727
days. It cannot be maintained that Mr.
Wilmon has had more dlfllcult problems,
or more of them, than his predecessors.
Yet the Congress during the present
Democratic Administration bids fair to
lo twriuatiently In session, engaged on n

programme each Incident of which ne-

cessitates new shifts of law malting,
nnd, unhappily, new demands on the
taxpayers. Truly, the Amerlcnn people
nre long suffering. Were they not, the
threat of nn extnt session of the Sixty-fourt- h

Congress would elicit a roar of
disapproval that would bo heard even
through the almost soundproof walls of
the White House.

Vlce-Admlr- al Hlr John Jellicok In a
letterto his brother says that "we spent
Christmas Day waiting for tho CJer-maa- s,

who did not uppear," and that
church services were held on decks
cleared for action. The Oermans might
pertinently ask if Sir John expected
their fleet to seek an engagement at
the Ilrltlsh base, ns It Is well known
that the battleships are not patrolling
the North Sea.

Governor Casa.s-a'- s readiness to sac-

rifice his brother General Jesus Caii- -

ranza for principle must b rather try
Ing to the General, who has been the
fighting C'akjmnz of Insurgent Mexico.
He lately fell Into t'hc hands of a
marauder who calls himself "General"
8ANTinNi:z. fu return for a pardon and
other concessions" Hantisanez offers to

rcleasu General Jksuh. The Illustrious
elder brother waves aside the traitor.
If my brother's death," he says, "Is a

necessary step toward the triumph of
our principles and establishment of
pence, I am wllllnir rhat he die." The
late Artkmvs Wahd would tiave found
Vknpstiano an "amoozln' cuss."

I am of the opinion that the great
mulorltv of those who are conducting our
public service corporations are more ready
honestly to cooperate for real progress
and efficiency than are the representatives
of the people, the politicians, amateur

professional reformers and know
It all cranks from a speech hv I'rtiU
dmt Hl'MPHKCTS of Rtevent Institute at
llroicn Vntvernitv,

It Is a strange thing how every one
talks against the politicians, accusing
them of selfishness, Incompetence and
bad faith, yet tolerates or even approves
the substitution of their crude blunaer-Iti- K

for the trained Intelligence nnd
Bood will of exiierts who have devoted
t'heir lives to the development of pub-
lic utilities. The cry Is for business In
politics; the drift Is to politics In busi-
ness a strange and sad contradiction.

The estimates ought to be cut. The
working people have to pay for all this
damned foolishness. eprrjcntntivr yuiN
of .Uf.ulslp;)(.

The working people will have to pay
a rreat deal more when this country gets
Into war. fepresrntaffve Gardner of
Slasiachuitttt.

Mr. Gaiidnkr, the veteran, is right.
The Hon, Percy Kuwardr QUIN of Mc- -

Comb City, Pike county, Mississippi, the
freshman In Congress, has only to ob
serve how the "peepul" In Kurope are
being blown to pieces and mutilated on
the battlefield to realize that his friend
Gardner Is right. The damned foolish-
ness consists In disregarding the lesson
which the uhpreparedness of Kngland
for the unavertlble conflict teaches,

The Chilean Government has decided to
send the battleship Capltan Prat, the
tlneet vessel In the Chilean nuvy, to take
nart In the International naval parade In

connection with the formal opening of the
Panama Canal. Santiago despatch.

It may be doubted whether the Capi-

ta n Prat Is the "finest vessel" In the
Chilean navy, but the distinction of being
the only battleship flying the flag be-

longs tu the Capitan Prat. Two dread
noughts, the Almlrante Cochrane nnd
Hie Almlrante Lutorre, were building
for Chile In an Kngllsh yard ien war
was declared. These sister ships were
to be of 2R.000 Ions displacement nnd
to carry Uitteries of ten 14 Inch guns
and sixteen 6 Inch guns. The taitorre
has probably been completed by this
time, and the Cochrane should be ready
for commission before the end of this
year. Kngland has. tnken over loth
ships under the terms of thp bulldcri'
contract.

The nrmnred cruiser O Hlgglns would
make a better appearance at the Canal
naval purnde than the Capitan Prat,
which looks .like the old Chicago, a
vessel whose lines were not graceful.
The O'lligglns. of R.GOO tons, as com
pared with a displacement of 7,000 tons
for the Capitan Prat, Is a handsome
three funnel cruiser of more modern
design and carries batteries approxi
mately ns powerful as those of the
lone battleship. Preference seems to be
given to Che Capitan Prat as the flag-

ship of the Chilean navy.

Miss I'ankiiurst to lecture here.
frmllliie.

No escape from war conditions.

Thoughts on A ready.
To the KniTOR or The Hun sir: Your

rendering of "Arcades iirrvlo" as "two of
a Kind ' is an rigni except mat n leaves
out the literary and sentimental asso
clatlons of the- words, and In this view It
Is hardly a translation at all. The words
have been variously rendered, "Herdsmen
both," "Innocents both," "rustics both,"
"musicians both" and by Hymn "hl.ick
KUards both," which Is one of the het of
all renderings, provided you know your
Ilyron well. There Is nothing In Hymn's
wrltliiKS more characteristic than "black
guards both," and In truth It Is not so far
nut as might I supposed. Virgil's yokels
knew a Rood deal about nome things.

Really Ihe best rendering Is that which Is
most obvious, "Arcadians both," This Is
a true translation and preserves the asso-

ciations of the words, which are somewhst
extended and always pleasing, I am In

clined lo believe that the sense meant to
be conveyed Is "musicians both," but by
allowing tho words to stand ns Virgil
wmte them the reader nuts ms own in
terpret'atlon upon them, which cannot he

far wrong. i iitrbis,
nuTiiniB, Okla January I.

Where Is lllslnlo IlaldnrT
To ths :imtiis nr Ths Hun Sir.' I venture

lo beg you, a the editor f the newspaper
whlrh ha the lileit circulation In thti
rounlry. to he kind erioush lo try to Nnd for
inn the uddrerr, If he l ullve, ot Mr. Illllnlo
llaldor y rtojl, my tenuis. He as horn In

the province of Snntander. Spain, and cume
to th tlnlied Hlate nome jeare aci, I rnn-nn- t

tell how many, to so Into kualnesi, It
It Important for me to know where nn li.
It he la still living, Jnaa Ciim-aim- i IUi.mis.

Li Oris, I'lnar del Wo, Cuba, December
::, i;k.
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TIIK MESSMiE OS COSTIIAUANI.

Condemned liy line Mho Value I rlendly
Itelatloos mtli ICnulnnil.

To the Editor or The Bun .sir: l'lfty
Americans hnvo been shot recently by
Mexican bullet on the frontier, and
tlie're has been hardly a protest. Hut
what a vigorous message, to the nrltlsh
Government we have sent because Kng-lan- d

examines our steamers for contra-
band t

Great llrltaln ha fostered and built
up a powerful navy at great expense, ami
now when her empire Is In danger she Is
going to make full use of her navy, this
country or any other notwithstanding.
Why should she not examine thoroughly
ships hound for neutral ports carrying
cargoes of copper far beond Ihe need of
the country receiving It and secretly des-

tined fnr a country at war with Great
llritnln? Down at the bottom of nearly
every ship bound for Denmark or Hol-

land there Is contraband for a belligerent,
and it In often falsely Invoiced.

Great HrlLtln hRs supported hrr navy
for years to use It In Just such an emer-
gency ns this, and t hope she wilt enjoy
the reward of her preparedness. Hng-lan- d

la not going to take any chances of
contraband reaching her enemy, even
though It be shipped to n neutral port.
We should accept dumnges and be sat-

isfied.
Tho uttltude of the people of this coun-

try, save for Germans, Autrtrlnns nnd a
few Kenlans, Is friendly to Great Hrltaln
In this hour of her trial. She Is besldeei
the best customer we have. Now, why
should this friendly spirit have been en-

dangered by a message that likely to
be ubortlve of any good result?

If our objection to England's course Is
sound, diplomacy would accomplish the
corrective better than a flamboyant mes-
sage, made public hers for some purpose
before Its delivery In Knglalid.

Hvery thoughtful man I meet protests
Against the false attitude which Mr.
Wilson's message puts the American peo-

ple In. If this rounlry has a friend, let
us keep that friend. What can be gained
by such a message ns Mr. Wilson has
despatched to Ihiglund'.'

AN American Citizen.
New Yoiik, January 4,

CATS.

Iliimiine Sentiments of the .Manhattan
Philosopher.

To the KniTon or The Hun Nlrr "M.
N.. Jr.. M. D," seems to think that It Is
a great joke for a poor cut to starve and
freeze to death In the streets these bitter
cold nights; but if he would put himself
In the cat's place for one single night In
such weather as we are having at present
wouldn't lie whine Infinitely louder than
the poor cat does'

The fact Is thai heartless miscreants
who nut cuts out at night to freeze and
starve to death should he put In Jnll.

Your correspondent says, "I-o- r cats, a
license or death " I say. for cats, a home
or death! K, II. J.

New York, January 6.

Political AM-e- t of the Neglected I cllne
To the KntTOR of The Hun .Sir.- - The

letter published In The Hon this morning
concerning cats was of unusual Interest
to me. I have been In search of a lost
cat thenf paHt twenty-fou- r hours, a
"harmless, neceanary" pet, kind, affec
tlonate. Intelligent a friend.

Surely there Is no animal more abused
or misunderstood than these soft, purring
little felines.

I hope with your correspondent thut the
Mayor he suggests will soon hold onlce.
but I fear his election will only come
through the Institution of woman a suf
frage In this State.

A Lover or Cats.
New York, January 6.

Puss the lleautlful.
To the KntTon or The nun .sir- The

cat Is more graceful than modern dancers,
spatless or stocklngless.

Who with eye left for the beautiful.
after gazing upon some of our wonderful
two legged bits of fur In spats, will not
welcome the cat as It "walks In beauty
like Ihe night" ami now .mrt then In
graceful mli-- raises Its lurk In playful
badinage, and with paw uplifted sings In
mirthful gne its ut.er contempt tor caie
orchestras?

The humane societies of New York
should confer with the Hoard of Health
and try to determine tho cause of the
katzenjaminer of "M. N., Jr., M. D." nnd
the many sleepless pop eyed citizens of
whom he speaks.

It may he that they eat too much real
terrapin nights: so dream of cats.

James d. dkwei.l, Jr.
New Haven, Conn., January 6.

The Urep and 4'imiilng Cat.
To the KniTon or The St'x .sir. "M

N, Jr.," Is hard on cuts. He says cats
transmit ringworm, tapeworm, diphtheria
and p.tra-typho- fever, to say nothing of
rahlee and blood poisoning, ho a cat

Iilti, Im i.nl "Iih iii1.ih" iirwl "nwmapv.
ns Shakespeare averred.

I must confess to a solemn awe ot
cats. I suppose a cat might do almost
anything, even breed disease, but I find
It ii little flippant to speak ot "a harmless
necessary cat." I'nless appearances belle
It there Is a great deal of Inner wKtnm
hidden away In a cat. Cats are deep ;

they are not given to lluht chatter and
irrelevancy ns ale dogs. A dog Is a
Philistine, a honeliead, nut a cat is an
irsthcte and a Joy. a model of Aurellan
contentment, and Arlstotelhin balance.

1 have made the acquaintance of two
excellent cats who live below stairs In the
kttnhen. They have all tho Inherent vir-
tues of cats and they are good moiisers.

Watson White.
New YonK, January 5,

llewnre the Curb TlpM,rnry."
To the Kditor of The Sun Sir: Pub

licity should be given to a barefaced
though petty swindle now being carried
on in tho streets of New York. This is
the sale by street venders for a nickel a
copy of a publication got up with the
evident Intention of deceiving purohnsers
Into tho belief that It Is the words nnd
music of the much talked nt Tlppcrary
war song.

Qn the outer side of the publication,
which Is the size of sheet music, nro dis-
played the words "It's a long, long way to
Uppcrary." with an Irish picture mi a
green ground, nnd what purports tu b
the name anil nddrcs, of the publisher.
On the Inside tho words of the famous
song are printed In small type, with seven
pages of words of other songs.

There Is not a Hue of music of the
Tlnnerary song, hut the possibility of de
caption Is Increased by Including In Ihe
puiillration tnree pages or music or wnat
Is SHld to he a song from "Carmen," nnd
In the copy purchased two pages of this
muslrnl score were uncut, so that the
title of this music could not he perceived.
There follow nine more pages of adver-
tisements if the publisher's wares. Fi-

nally, the publication Is cried out and dis-
played on the sidewalks hi such a way
as to lead any one to suppose thnt It Is
a print of the "Tlpperary" words and
music. 7.jx

nitooKLYN, January 5.

Sailing Directions for llalllo Purls.
To tub Knmm oi' Thk Sun Mr.- - tlreat

Britain has laid much stress upon the ne
cessity of ships going through the Kngllsh
Channel and thus, under charge of compe
tent pilots, escaping the mines on their
way Into the Ilaltlc, It requires a Captain
Cuttle lo appreciate Ihe humor of this.
Kor by going north of the Hhellnnds, the
natural and shortest course from New- -

York, one may rarrj depths of 350
fathoms through the Hkager link until
reselling the nnrrnw waters of the Katie
gat between Denmark nnd Sweden, whern
of course no mines can be laid. As mines
cannot be anchored succeswfullv In depths
of over .150 feet si ml (he depths nn the
route mentioned nre il least six times
that, It Is obvious that the danger Is "all
In my eye," and the advice given "pour
rlre." Marineb.

IV aw iisuroKP, Jvle., January i.

GOETHALS DOESN'T

FEAR CANAL SLIDES

Optlinistit; Over NiivhI Pageant
rians hi TcHtifyinf; Hcforo

IIoiiko Committee.

CANAL HEFKNCES i'HAISKD

Washinotiin, Jan, C. Col. (loethals
seems to he optimistic over conditions
In the Canal Zone, even In rcgnrd lo the
slides. He is also pleased with the canal
defences.

In testifying y before the House
Committee on Appropriations Col. (loeth-

als was closely questioned relative to the In

recent slides In tho Culebra Cut. These
slides, according to Col. doethals, are
still In progress. He was unable to say
how long they wilt continue.

He said dredges work twenty hours
day to maintain a width of channel of

100 feet and a depth of 35 feet. Col.

Ooothnl added that by tills means the
waterway could b kept open to iramc.
While he would make no prediction about
the slides he seemed to be optimistic over
tho situation generally in the canal
Zone.

The Colonel was asked specifically If he
thought there would be any dllllculty In I

putting the battleship fleet through tu the
I'acinc In Jlarcli when it is pinnneu ia
transfer thp fleet Incident to the celebra-
tion of the Panama Exposition at Han

Col. rloethals would not commit him
self on this point, but he gave Hie lm- -'

presslon that ho had not entirely given up
hope or carrying out tne coiuempiaieii
navnt demonstration.

Tho hnu.ii! comm tlee was also told
y that the Panama Canal Is ade-

quately fortified nnd that It Is prar- -

tlcaliy Impossible for n hostile fleet to
destroy the works on either side of the
waterway. This testimony was givon
not only by Col. (loethals, but by (len.
Weaver, chief of coast artillery, aim
lion Crnt!r. fthlef of OrdnUhCe.

It wils brought out In tne nenrmg inai
.n fnr the tlnvettimcnt has expended
1 1 o nn nnn nn t he fortifications of the
canal and thnt 2,00O,O0O additional will
he expended In the nscai year DeKiniimi.
July 1 next. ,

While the hearing of Col. (Soetha and
(lens. Wenxcr and Cioiler was held be
hind closed doors a memner oi me
mllleo said It was Hie opinion o'
....... .i.,.. it f extremely hnz
,.!,,. fnr n inal flft 10 RC.l Wllllin

inline of the gun nt eitner ena m w.- -
canal. .

rv,i nnihnla anneareu nriinariu i

dleeiifs the estimates of tho amount of j

money that will be neeueu i tununur
work on the Canal Zone In the new fiscal
year, C.ens, Weaver nnd Croxler ap- - j

n ni-.- ihe estimates of the
impropriations ileeilred for foftiflcatlons nt

I .(.a TTnlfo.1 I

Panama nnd elsewhere in xne urai
Ktates and Us possessions.

As a result of Ihe recent agitation for
Inrger npproprlatlons for purposes of

(Jens. Weaver and Croiler were
closely questioned ns to the effectiveness
of the fortifications on the Atlantic and
Pacific terminals of the canal.

Thnv teatltled that the defences were In
the highest state of effectiveness und took
occasion to say thut Congress nad in
variably allowed appropriations tor tne
annual estimates submitted by the Secre-
tary of War.

It was brought out tnat tne oeiences oi
Panama consist of 14 Inch. 12 Inch and
6 Inch guns and one 16 Inch gun. which
will be soon ready for action, In addi-
tion there are field howltxers lo defend
the canal In case of attacks by land.

NAVY TO DECIDE ON CANAL TRIP.

(inetliiila ( Walrr 1'rll Seven
Cert in One Hay.

Washinoton, Jan. 5. Th Navy De-

partment will have to make the final de-

cision about e tiding lt dreadnoughts
through tho Panama Canal next March on
the occasion of the proposed ofllclul cele
bration of the completion of the waterway.
It was learned here Canal and
War Department authorities, aided by Col.
(loethals, Intend io place In the lands of
the Navy Department full Information
about tho conditions In Culebra Cut, where
the continued movement of earth Is n
kcrlous menace to the narrow channel
cleared past the slides,

The navul vesel will require' n depth
of at least thirty-fiv- e feet In tho ohannel
In Culebra Cut. Tho merchant vessels
can use the waterway even when the full
depth of thirty-fiv- e feet does not exist,
so that the danger to them Is much less
than It would be In Ihe case of the
drnadnnuchtn attempting the pawsage
under the present uncertain conditions.

Col. (loethals told Harrison
that one morning he had a depth or
thirty-fiv- e feet In the ohanne! p.st the
slides, but that at sundown there was
only twenty.elght feet, and that there
was no telling wnen tms migni nappen
again.

While It Is neiieveil tniu me ennnces
nre good of the vessels ewcnping Being
caught In a slide, It Is felt here that noth-
ing short of an emergency would really
Justify the haxnrd until conditions are
Improved.

Tho Navy Department win nerer ne- -

elding the matter until the latest pos-

sible monvent.

GERMAN SEAMEN IN WANT.

I'hrovrn Out of .lobs by War In
llnrnpe.

The Itev. Maximilian Plnkert, who takes
care of Herman seamen at the Seamen's
Church Institute, 25 Mouth street, has
his bands full these days looking after
the Interests of strnuded because
of the war. lie said yesterday that be.
cause there wero no Oermun ships sailing
hundreds of (ierman sailors wero out of
work, men who had never
accented charity In their lives have told
him tearfully mat they wouut nave to
beg In order not to starve.

"There nre hundreds or Uertnun sea-
men." tho clergyman said, "who would
cludly accent work for little or no pay
ment except food and a roof to shelter
them at night Their clothing and .hoes
are hurdlv lit for human beings to wear.
Kor several months they have been with
out homes and soino of them. Ilvo moetly
on bananas they receive from fruit steam
ships they assist lu unloading, I should
highly appreciate gifts or employment for
the unfortunate men forced out of work
through no fault of their own."

Mr. I'lnkert may be reached at the
Henmen's Church Institute,

RECORD HEALTH IN NEW YEAR.

Croiitrat Dnnicrr From Pneumonia
In 1'lrat Week nr Itll.',.

The city opened tho new year auspi-
ciously by having n lower death rate for
the week Just passed than the correspond-
ing week of 181 1, which was also a
record. According to a Health Depart-
ment report, the rate for the two weeks
under comparison was 14.30 and 14.43
respectively, which was equivalent to a
decrease of fourteen deaths.

Although tho rate In general fell off
them was a large rise in the number
of deaths duo to pneumonia There
were 277 death from this disease reported
during thu week, as against 225 for the
similar period of last year

The total number of deaths from In-

fectious and contagious diseases, meash-s- ,

scarlet fever diphtheria and croup,
whooping cough, typhoid fever, cerebro
spinal meningitis and dlarrhrral diseases
wan considerably below Uiui oi last year.

W' fWiM'Ji'KWil' A,

$1,200 A DAY PAID

FOR SHIPS MOT USED

Senator Sinoot Objects to fT,T,,.
!(71 Appropriation for Army

Transports.

SAVS $1,1 15,000 MOItK Is III ;

Wasiunuto.v, Jan r, Th.it $ " 1

day was paid by thri War lleparime 'n
prlvalo corporations for the re of
steamshlpH to be used us iiiinv
ports In Ihe occupation of Ve- i

which never were used nt nil w

charge mude by Senator Hmonl r.f i

the Senate attacking .i

of S5t,37l In the urgent delh len. v

prnprlatlon hill.
Not only that, Mr. President

Senator Hmool, "hut t happen to l

that this Item In this bill la not the to' ,1

cost which the (Jovernmrnt Is to he r
quired to pay for these ttanapntts, sine
of which were never used nt all. not a
single day. In the general dellilei. hi"
which will came before the Senate a I m
later In the session after the urged v ie
llclency ljlll has been disposed of ainl
nearly forgotten, there will bo an Item,

of 1, 1 1 5,000 for the same
purpose.

"I want lo know why these two itemi
were not put together and submitted to
Congress by the Department. Why
system of covering up the real h nn ni
of money spent for a thing by dlstrdm-In-

various parts of the nppropn.it
half a dozen different appro

prlatlon bllM7'
Senator Hmoot went Into great dels

In his arraignment of the transport Iten
He named the steamship City of Marv
which was hired nt JI,2Hn a day from t
Central of (leorgln Itallroad Compan
and then was not used a single day dui
lug the entire time of the lease.

Senator Overman of Xoith Carolina.
Democratic member of the Committee on
Appropriations, suggiwled that even '
he vessels were not used for the n

of troops lo and from Vera Crui
they were used for something else

"Then why Is not tho real use, of ttie
vessels dlselosed In the report of the

to Congress?" demanded Hens
tor Hmoot. "I know that theso ve;sel
were not used for the purpose Indicated
and I iissuma thnt they wero not usid st
all."

At this point Henntor Hoot demanded
that a sysuem of operating tho lover
ment'M finances should ho perfected whli !i

would make nlwulutely Impossible such a
thing as was feared by .Senator Hmoot

"It Is our duty." said Senator noot
"to see to It not only that we- - make ap- -

iiniiiriiiuunn ur me iiims mi "i
government wls-l- hut to see how the
money Is spent after It Is appropriated
There Is something radically wrong with
the methods of n progiesslvo and a

t ... ... . ....... .......... . . ,U,.speuiiuiR; ku ci iiinciii uiiik iiiuim-- .

something llk this can occur We

should have nn effective system which
would prevent Just such things,

Henntor Hmoot suggested th.i' ns tho
former head of the War and Htnte

Senator Hoot could tell the
Kenato something of the presure wh i

was brought to bear on the
heads by almost every one in the n.
partment to decrease the expcndltmes

"Why, .Mr. President," snld Sena' r
ltoot, "I want to say thnt In many of i

Departments 1 know from kiwwledf-- i
that It U considered rathtr dlscred.tu I

to huve an unexpended balance at t

end of the year. An olllclal who ft

has an unexpended bul.inc Iowa o

the end of the year will look uround
discover some way of spending It."

FEW WAR POLICIES PAIL HERE.

lllu I. Iff I n urn nn- - Coiiinniiles I'm- -

trrteil AKnlnst llrWy Losses.

Reports from I'nrls indicate that Amu
lean Insurance companies have been pa
ing out large sums an policies held li

soldiers killed In tho war Most ot thu
Insurance companies do an extensive hue
miss In the Kuropean countries nnd he
might bn expected to havo been hard h '

by clulma from relatWea of men slain In

battle.
Officers of three of the big compan.ei

in thla city assert, nevertheless, that no

unusual pressure him tosulted from is
Kuropean conflict. Tho Kqullahlo Life A

suruni o Company does not In any c r
cumstnnces Issue Insuranco pollclin f sr

dlers or reservists, nnd consequently ttie e

has been no nlinoriu.il Increase in 'lie
number of policies presented for pnyiner
Since tho war ln'Kiin, and In view of 'he
possibility that nery male clttien capable
of bearing arms may be forced Into it the
company bus been writing policies at a if
per cent, extra premium.

Thu .Mutual I.lfu Insurance
has dnno no business In any of the 1'uro
pean countries except Kngland a nl H'
glum for several yiaus, H was sa d
terdny that up to the ptesent time i v

one claim has been prexented. Hi'' e e

outbreak of thu war no policies aro he n

written In Kngland or Ilelglum
Tho .Metropolitan Life Insurance nl

puny also tloiw a big buHlntvM in Ku.
but to ilato only two cla.ms have H
presented for soldiers killed In t'ie vT
One of these has been paid nnd tht otl.iT
In lu course of adjustment

WAR HURTS BLAKESLEE ART.

Clei'lltnrs Seek ti I'lisliione S7O0,-OO- ll

I'ulilli' Sale.
The serious effect of the Kuropea r

upon apt sulra In this count rv w.i "e
subject of a petition to the Hurrng.i'
terday In behalf of thi estate of The' - I.

lllakeslee, the vctoran art deals- '
committed suicide by shooting h n" " J
his Htoto at tiii 5 Fifth aemu on M.ir

last. The petition shows that f ti e st- '
o'f about 700 palntluga cnnstltili.ng '
bulk of tho assets of the lllakeslee
arc sold now they will he s.ienrl' crt "i
the estate may not be able t me. t '
obligations.

The petition was made In 111" '"o' '

Trust Company and Mrs. Clara W I'
lee, widow of th- - art dealer, a! i 9

of the estate for nil order itiren w

creditors of the estate to attend a
In the .Surrogate's Court at wh
will be sought h to the method "

of dlsKising of the lllakeslee
The total claim already fl'e

the estate are I6H.7S4, and there
dltlonal claims of $29,128 not ' '

Tho paintings owned by Ihe rs .i f
been appraised by Dr Paul M

l'arls at I7I3.1R5. Tho cost of i
logs to Mr. lllakeslee cannot
mined on account of lax bor
methods, but It Is estimated that
him 1831.232 In addlttun to
Ings the assets Include an ounts 'e
amounting to JI9.000. but the r
la doubtful. The cstote has i 9""
on hand.

COAL CONCILIATORS NAMED

Kerfc nnd Davis Will Act ' nhi"

mill West Virginia- -

Washinoton, Jan. 5 Secic.
Labor Wilson y n.itwd D'
Kecfe. "f I mm .

end llywi'll K D.nl's as rederat
tors to Intervene In thn Oh an I V

Virginia toal strikes w.
lit the request of the 'Whco.iig v'

Chamber of Commerce Dane
of th medlatnis originally "P"
tho Colorado coal strike.

They will have tin million"'
trale unless tho cunundiiiB uct.oiu .f
tu arlntialiua.


